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Hales at 10 o'clock [Music] this is a CBS News special report campaign 80 a preview of election night [Music] 
from CBS News election headquarters in New York here is Walter Cronkite good evening just 24 hours from 
now the returns will be pouring in here to our CBS News election headquarters and we may buy that early 
hour have a clue as to what the people have decided as to their choice for the presidency of the United 
States or we may know by then what we suspect right now that it is one of the closest races ever tonight 
campaign ad is virtually over with the polls showing it too close to call the candidates sprinted to the finish 
line crossing the country in a last-minute bid for victory the picture was clouded by Iran's decision to set 
terms for free in the hostages captive now for a year will this help or hurt Jimmy Carter Ronald Reagan John 
Anderson the experts can guess that the voters will tell us tomorrow Carter who broke off campaigning early 
yesterday morning to fly to Washington for consultations about the hostages returned to the campaign trail 
today four quick appearances in Ohio Illinois Missouri Michigan Oregon and Washington Reagan 
concentrated on Illinois Oregon in California while Anderson went to Minnesota and Illinois we have reports 
on the windup of their campaigns from our correspondents who traveled with them first Jed do battle with 
Carter both mr. Carter and vice president Mondale addressed in Akron Ohio Airport crowd the president then 
headed for downstate Illinois Granite City asking Anderson voters to notice the difference between the 
positions of the independent 
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between the positions of the independent and his own and noticing some youngsters with Reagan signs the 
president said they just don't understand they don't remember those years and they don't know the historical 
difference between Democrats and Republicans that never change they don't know how many times the 
Republicans had tried to mislead Democrats just before election year on to Missouri another Airport rally 
outside Springfield back into the plane and heading for Detroit the substitution for a planned trip to Burbank 
California which was cancelled instead the president headed on to Seattle to try to hold interest in the 
northwest corner of the country Ted to Val CBS News with the Carter campaign Criss crossing the US 
perhaps it was fitting on this final day of his nearly year-long campaign the Ronald Reagan wanted to find out 
how his message play in Peoria Main Street Peoria audience of farmers blue-collar workers and families a 
Midwest labor town listening to a candidate who leads crossover support from labor and other traditional 
Democratic Party voters if he is to win tomorrow again today Reagan declined to comment on the sensitive 
issue of the hostages except to respond no to the question of whether it will hurt him politically Reagan's 
private polls also indicate the hostage situation has not moved public opinion in any direction and despite 
polls which indicate the election is very close aides to the Republican candidate are expressing confidence 
but Reagan has the election one Jared Olin CBS News Chicago Anderson much as it began on another 
campus the longshot candidate insisting that the tide is rising and that he will do much better than the polls 
say if people vote their conscience is not their fears | do believe in my heart that there can be that blinding 
flash of reality that we simply must do better than we have done in the last four years 
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than we have done in the last four years though polls predict a crushing defeat Anderson is not bitter but he 
still bristles when called a spoiler who could tip the election to Ronald Reagan arguing that mr. Carter will 
lose because of his record because of anything Anderson said or did today arguing that victory is still 
possible he refused to engage in post mortems after a 15-month odyssey which he called grueling and the 
most exhilarating experience of his life Bob Hall CBS News for the Anderson campaign in Minneapolis we'll 
be back in a minute with more of our look ahead of the election we are super critical on that line will knock 
down engines for a bad paint job and that's no jive event quality control is the most important aspect of the 
whole business James Rock quality control inspector this is who we are and what we do at General Motors | 
go around to critical points on the line to ensure that their dog the job right | feel personally responsible for 
that care | know it's a good car | know we we build it and we build it right General Motors people building 
transportation to serve people this is a modern day giant it does the work of yesterday's room size computer 
yet it's this small a new computer on a chip from Bell Laboratories technology like this helps our network 
make home and office communications more reliable and economical and in the future we'll help transmit 
information services that put data and pictures at your fingertips the Bell System keeping your 
communication system the best in the world number of election polls have been released over the weekend 
and we asked Bruce Morton to take a look at them all we wondered is there any trend any pattern emerging 
as the presidential races head down to the wire Bruce Walter most national polls show the two campaigns 
almost even but what movement 
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campaigns almost even but what movement there is is toward Regan the last CBS News New York Times 
poll out yesterday had Raven one point ahead the last Gallup poll showed a three point Reagan lead both 
those are within the margin of error of the polls only the ABC News Lou Harris survey with a 5 point Reagan 
margin had a lead bigger than the margin of error but again all three surveys showed movement toward 
Reagan that movement came after the Carter Reagan debate but before the weekends developments in Iran 
we don't know what effect those will have state polls offer a little better guidance the various surveys in 
California differ and when they were taken how professional they were but they all by varying margins have 
Reagan ahead in New York all the surveys show Carter ahead in Florida a state Carter won last time a 
newspaper poll dated October 29th shows Reagan's six points ahead of Carter a bigger lead than he held in 
a survey by the same group at the end of September in Illinois Chicago's sometimes straw poll and the 
Chicago Tribune poll show Reagan and Carter dead even Chicago Democratic machine is waging a civil war 
in the city but the guessing seems to be that won't have much effect on presidential voting in Michigan a 
Republican state last time the latest Michigan poll shows Reagan nine points ahead of Carter with John 
Anderson holding at 10% votes which may be hurting Carter in Ohio the Akron Beacon Journal poll shows 43 
percent for Reagan 39 for Carter but again that's just about the margin of error in the poll in Pennsylvania we 
couldn't turn up any late polls what evidence there is simply suggests a close race in New Jersey the latest 
Eagleton poll shows Reagan just two points ahead some politicians have been giving in the state that may 
be premature in Texas again what polls there are suggest a very close race and none of this takes account 
of what's going on with the hostages that story could make Carter a hero or it could make people angry kept 
them thinking that either Carter or the Ayatollah is trying to tell them how to vote | said on the air the other 
morning | didn't think voters would take that cynical of view of things and a lot of people phoned in to tell me | 
was wrong they were so cynical | have almost no idea 
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were so cynical | have almost no idea Walter of what that means thank you Bruce let's find out some more 
about those individual states for election night we have quartered the country in two geographical regions 
east Midwest Southwest and to each region we have assigned a correspondent there with us tonight to give 
us their views on how the presidential race is going in their areas beginning with the east here's Harry 
Reasoner Walter you can characterize the 12 states and the District of Columbia which make up the east as 


heavily urban heavily ethnic heavily blue-collar and worth a hundred and forty four electoral votes Carter won 
nine of those states in 1976 about the only certainty is that he's not likely to do that well this time right now in 
these five states are believed leaning towards Carter three toward Reagan and five here in white are 
considered too close to call Connecticut main Delaware in New York and Pennsylvania a look at Connecticut 
Massachusetts in New York may give you an early indication of what difference John Anderson makes if he 
does well anywhere he'll do well there Pennsylvania Carter country in 1976 maybe the key to the whole thing 
the polls they're close at 8:00 and polls close throughout the East while much of the rest of the country is still 
voting it could happen that what happens in just a couple of places will allow the marginally involve uirr go to 
bed early then rather has been following the contests in the Midwest then could that unpredictable region 
decide this year's election Walter quite frankly | think it will that's the reason | call it the white knuckled region 
all three of the leading presidential candidates were in the Midwest today for one reason arithmetic anyway 
you add that the winning candidate is likely to come with some combination of the 145 electoral votes in this 
reach Ragan leads all polls in States Republican presidential hopefuls traditionally expect to carry Indiana 
plus the farm belt but those six states have just 40 electoral votes 
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have just 40 electoral votes Carter leads all polls in Minnesota the one Midwestern state where he has 
consistently led the electoral votes there are 10 the largest states with the most votes 95 electoral votes and 
all are all rated too close to call including the biggest three Illinois Ohio and Michigan if Carter loses as 
expected some of those eastern and southern states that he carried the last time he probably will need a 
majority of those Midwestern industrial states to retain any chance of remaining in the White House the point 
is that while Carter may not be favored to do that he does have a chance to do it and the reason is the high 
number of undecided votes the Midwest has the greatest amount of unemployment of anywhere that hurts 
Carter especially among traditional Democratic voters however if the last minute Carter drives among black 
and union families selling the theme you may not like Carter but Reagan will be worse succeed in getting 
large voter turnouts he could surprise if he loses two of the big three Illinois Michigan Ohio he'll be headed 
back to planets the south is Jimmy Carter's turf of course and it's Bob Schieffer 's bailiwick this year what are 
the president's chances down there the water the south of course was the core the Carter victory in 76 C 
swept it as no other Democrat has done in the last 20 years winning everything in the region but Virginia and 
Oklahoma but what a different situation we find this time we believe mr. Carter can take only three southern 
states for granted this time his home state Georgia Arkansas and North Carolina and we classify only one 
other state Alabama as leaning to mr. Carter tonight Reagan it appears is running strong in Oklahoma and 
Virginia and in our view now has a narrow lead in Florida one of the region's biggies with 17 electoral votes 
Texas the South's biggest prize with 26 electoral votes Louisiana and Mississippi all of which mr. Carter won 
narrowly four years ago are too close to call this time as a South Carolina Kentucky and Tennessee where 
the president won with comfortable margins of 19 seventy-six all over the south water the 
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seventy-six all over the south water the question marks are turn out a heavy vote will certainly help mr. 
Carter especially among Hispanics and blacks and whether rural and blue-collar white voters are going to 
stay with mr. Carter as they did four years ago mr. Reagan and his conservative philosophy is able to cut into 
that vote in the southern rural areas then they in the president's home region then the president has big 
trouble at home and if he has big trouble at home he has big big trouble in winning a second term | Bob 
Ronald Reagan is strongest of course in the West a region that lesley stahl has been following closely mostly 
what does the political picture look like out there well Walter if Ronald Reagan was popular in the rest of the 
country as he is in the West that probably wouldn't have been a campaign at all Reagan probably would 
have been declared president by acclamation in fact the only Western State Jimmy Carter's expected to win 
is Hawaii Reagan is considered to be so far ahead of Jimmy Carter in most of the Rocky Mountain States but 
the Carter campaign is all but conceded the region spending hardly any money and even pulling out some of 
their state chairman in the last few weeks to work in more productive states the president never recovered 
from his attempt in 1977 to kill off several water projects there and won him the reputation of being anti West 


there are two toss-up States Oregon where Reagan went today for some last-minute campaigning and 
Washington both tend to vote more moderately than the rest of the West mr. Carter is flying to both states 
tonight for some 11th hour campaigning among John Anderson still large core of support there the president 
cancelled his campaign stop in in California there was a time when the White House thought he had the 
delicious prospect of winning Reagan's home state and of walking away with the country's single largest 
block of electoral votes in California but but that hope seems to have evaporated now the attempt to portray 
Reagan is both dangerous and dumb simply didn't work as one Californian said Reagan was our governor 
for eight years and the roof simply did not cave 


00:14:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=S8EJqLS1b5E8&t=841s 





simply did not cave pointing this campaign from the outset has been the captivity of the Americans in Iran 
now on the eve of the election that appears that an end really may be near that year-long hostage crisis what 
effect might this have on the election will it help or hurt Jimmy Carter Harry what's your opinion Walter is we 
freely admit we deal with a lot of experts around here and a lot of other places 'im who know more than | do 
at least about a lot of these things I've been talking to them today and the answer is darned if they know if 
they get out if they don't get out what effective will | have will it be split | don't know and they don't know what 
do you think Bob Weller | think is going to be awash | think this whole question of the hostages the release of 
the hostages it's going to help whoever happens to be President once the hostages finally set foot on US soil 
we've had so much speculation hopes have been raised so many times and - so many times | just can't see 
it's going to have much effect at all at this late time until we actually see the hostages released I'm inclined to 
agree with you but what about you then well I'm as well Walter one thing up for election after election in the 
last 15 to 20 years people including myself have been saying oh | wish we could get a little X in where the 
polls didn't mean much now partly thanks to this hostage issue at the last minute that's what we have the 
after 16 million dollars at least spent by the two leading presidential candidates on polls the polls show them 
virtually dead even within the margin of error the hostage issue puts it all up for grabs if you've been saying 
to yourself boy | wanted to election where those polls didn't mean anything mister you gutted lastly my own 
opinion is | don't know same as Harry's but let me give you one opinion of an expert in the Carter campaign 
their feeling is as long as the hostage issue was on the front pages of the newspapers and Reagan and the 
economic issue was buried inside that this helps Jimmy Carter well | have my doubts about that but it may be 
true | seems to me that there's no doubt that if the hostages had gotten out this 
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if the hostages had gotten out this morning or three days ago or four days ago and then newspapers have 
been filled with front-page pictures and headlines and we've been seeing it on television that that would have 
turned the election very possibly but having it at this still delicate stage no certainty they're getting out 
actually even at this point | kind of have my doubts well we'll return in a moment with more of our preview of 
election for tomorrow's space communications a company called TRW is building six satellites to serve as 
space switchboards soon signals from dozens of different satellites will be collected and relayed through a 
single earth station as a new communications error unfold tomorrow is taking shape at a company called 
welcome to the last place on this beer like my boutique cute yeah we just have traveler's checks Citicorp yes 
love them imagine city club travelers taxes even accepting the last place on reef our lucky travel delivered 
with us city code practice tricks most eyes will be turned tomorrow night to the race for the White House but 
there are other important decisions for the voters to make 34 Senate seats are up with some influential 
veterans being strongly challenged all 435 House seats are up of course along with 13 governorships in a 
number of those Senate races there's a new political force at work this year and David : tells us about it one 
huge piece of Bologna is senator Alan Cranston telling us that he's fighting inflation one very 
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us that he's fighting inflation one very big piece of Bologna is Birch Bayh telling us he's fighting inflation only 
one senator did more globe-trotting last year than George McGovern no wonder John Culver is lost touch 
with lowa did you know Tommy golden voted to give away our Panama Canal the similarity in these 
television commercials is entirely deliberate they are all the work of a new right organization which calls itself 
the national conservative political action committee or Nick PAC one of the committee's objectives is the 
defeat of a select group of Liberal Democrats running for re-election to the United States Senate they are 
Frank Churchill Idaho and Alan Cranston of California George McGovern of South Dakota John Culver Lyon 
birch 5 in the end | am Thomas Eagleton of Missouri's committee leaders acknowledge that their efforts stem 
in part from laws that allow unlimited expenditures for political causes as long as the activities are not 
coordinated with a specific candidate the committee is not for any candidate but it has spent a million dollars 
trying to defeat the Liberals even committee leaders agree this negative campaigning is not good for the tone 
of American politics yeah it's bad to be quite honest I think it is a really sad commentary in American politics 
that we have to do this but we do to have our voices felt the federal election laws were written to help 
organized labor and to help liberal politicians the main complaints are that the Liberals have been big 
spenders on domestic programs and stingy on defense on almost every occasion these people have voted 
for more bureaucracy more government spending and inflation deficits that all all of them voted by the way 
for the establishing the Department of Energy and confirming James Schlesinger is its head they voted to 
slash American defense spending there's that and finally the Panama Canal treaties the Senators counter 
that the committee oversimplifies and even distorts their records you've got the Nick PAC group in 
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records you've got the Nick PAC group in Idaho which for the last 12 to 15 months has been conducting a 
campaign of deception and deliberate distortion of my record for the purpose of trying to manipulate public 
opinion against me Cranston and Eagleton are favored to win but the other four are in very close races there 
is some evidence of a backlash against the negative comity campaign at least two GOP candidates have 
dissociated themselves from the committee and in any case all six senators in the bullseye have come out 
fighting but to all of those who are targeted John Culver for defeat let me tell them something here is one 
target that's going to be shooting back in the David Kahane CBS News New York the opponents in those 
races are not at the moment nationally known figures but some of them may be after tomorrow night in Idaho 
a senator Church the posed by Republican congressman Steven Sims California senator Cranston is 
challenged by Paul Gann one of the co-authors of the tax cutting proposition 13 in South Dakota Senator 
McGovern is in a battle with Congressman James Abner in lowa senator Culver faces congressman Charles 
Grassley in Indiana Senator Bayh as in a close race with congressman Dan Quayle and in Missouri senator 
Eagleton is opposed by gene McNair a the st. Louis County Executive but liberals aren't the only senators 
facing tough fights tomorrow the Senate's best-known conservative is fighting for re-election Barry Goldwater 
of Arizona pressed hard this year by Bill Schulz a millionaire real estate developer in three Senate races 
tomorrow women candidates are given a chance of winning in New York it's Democrat Elizabeth Holtzman 
against Republican Alphonse D'Amato and Senator Jacob Javits he's running on the liberal ticket having lost 
the Republican primary in Florida Paula Hawkins 
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primary in Florida Paula Hawkins Republican in a tight race with Democrat bill Gunther and in Colorado 
Republican Mary Esther Buchanan is trying to upset Democratic Senator Gary Hart at present there is one 
woman senator Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas will be back in a minute with more about our election coverage 
and a look at some of the hardware that makes it work [Music] oh we've got it now what the one step in 
Polaroid's new time zero super color film is that cause for joy see the world's simplest camera loaded with 
the world's fastest developing color set true you betcha now you see your pictures with seconds not minutes 
look at that color beautiful what else is new the one step is twice the fun of the colors brighter and sharper 
than ever the only Polaroids got it you should tell people about that where have you been [Music] the Martins 
will cross our paths seven times today our name is s mark and our company supply products they use like 
breakfast strips mr. Martin's plant fertilizer mrs. Martin's bras and pantyhose and swimsuits Tom Marty's gas 


treatment and stereo speakers we're s mark a big company with a big stake in the market and in you [Music] 
as you might expect there is a lot going on behind the scenes here on election night the phone banks the 
computers and the somewhat exotic equipment that produces our graphic displays Charles Osgood shows 
us some examples this looks very view and modern and some of it is this console for example is part of a 
new way of putting pictures on television it's called MX video art and was developed by Ampex in association 
with CBS we'll be using it a lot tomorrow night let me show you how it works actually it's Luke Allison oh here 
whoo 
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actually it's Luke Allison oh here whoo we do want to show you that's an electronic stylus in Lou's hand and 
when he moves that stylus across what looks like a simple kitchen countertop what he does down there 
shows up on a video monitor he can take shapes and move them around and he can fill in colors and he can 
select from a variety of graphic effects from this menu in fact it's the thing that's called menu here's how 
we're going to be using FX video art tomorrow night let's say we can take a map of the United States assign 
colors to the presidential candidates and let's say Carter is red well we'll be able to tell you that he took one 
state or another or another let's say that Reagan is blue and we can demonstrate it that way so that by 
looking at a map you can see which candidate got what Anderson would be yellow safely give him a state - 
there's another thing that we can do with FX video art and that is we can track how President Carter is doing 
in 1980 compared to how he did four years ago when he ran in 1976 against President Ford we can take a 
state let's say in this case let's take the state of Georgia the president's own state we know how well he did in 
1976 let's say that a 1980 he's getting 50% of the vote we already know he did 67 percent in 76 so in this 
case he wouldn't be doing as well as he did four years ago of course the President Carter does better in 
1980 than he did in 1976 we'll show that - Thank You Lou there's another part of our information retrieval 
system in another room in this sub control room is another console that makes it possible for us to show you 
the actual running tabulated result of 98 separate election races those are not real numbers of course those 
make believe again in addition we can show you the CBS News estimates as to the final results of those 98 
elections including the presidential senatorial and gubernatorial races since EVs news started making these 
estimates in 1968 based on our sample precincts incidentally of 800 plus estimates that have been made 
we've only made one mistake that's a 999 batting average not 
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mistake that's a 999 batting average not bad in any league anyway when we do make an estimate all how 
we predict has to do is touch a few buttons let's make it Massachusetts president estimate and up pops the 
state the race the winner and even his pictures so we can see what it looks like in this case we've pretended 
it's Carter this one but let's say Reagan should win in New Hampshire the display would look like this with the 
correct numbers of course the purpose of all this space-age computer and display technology of course is to 
give you at home as clear a picture as possible of what's going on and as soon as possible twenty years ago 
it took a lot longer to process all the data and to display it we'd use an old fashioned mechanical front wheel 
like this one that you actually turned by thumb we shouldn't need this antique tomorrow night but the sign on 
the display case says in case of trouble break maybe we ought to hold on to this just in case Walter let's 
hope not and so it's almost over this long at times perplexing campaign ad if again oh who knows precisely 
when months ago years ago but now it is reaching its goal the ballot box tomorrow it's in your hands the 
hands of the voters yo tell America and the world who will lead this nation for the next four years our current 
coverage of what you decide will begin on the CBS Evening News the first edition at 6:30 Eastern Time and 
continued through the night until the decision is cleared this water Cronkite CBS News election headquarters 
in New York good night [Music] than a CBS News special report campaign 80 [Music] [Applause] [Music] 
[Applause] [Music] a preview of election night 
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[Music] this is CBS campaign ad continues with election night and your choice Cronkite Clark hooker and 
done offering the kind of political insight you won't find anywhere else brought to you by Kroger your cost 
cutter store diamond Pontiac Toyota and diamond bottling company bottlers of Pepsi Cola and 7up and by 
Elm Hill meets our fine family of high quality meets election night will bring it all home to you following 
Eyewitness News at six on television five Barbara Mandrell country music's Entertainer of the 


END 


